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to 1855. 10 Through Sheffield he met the Cartwrights, Nasmyth who held the royal appointment, Thomas Bell FRS, and other eminent dentists. On moving to London in 1848, he first practised from 64 Conduit Street, 11 and was introduced to the young John Tomes (later Sir John, FRS) by his uncle, a surgeon. He quickly made a name for himself as one of the foremost practitioners of his day, and was the thirty-third Licentiate in Dental Surgery, receiving his licence on 20 March 1860 in the third batch to be issued. 4 The entry in Ruskin's diary for 18 July 1866 reveals his view of the importance of a dentist in his life, and is a reminder that to patients the retirement or death of a dentist can be a form of bereavement:
'Went into town. [ 5 Ruskin quickly found a successor in Alfred Woodhouse (Fig. 2) , five years younger than himself, who was in practice at 1 Hanover Square, [6] [7] [8] and a week after finding about the death of Rogers, the diary records:
'July 25 th Wednesday. Into town at ½ past 9 to dentist (Encouraged a little).' 5 Woodhouse was apprenticed in 1842 at the age of 18 to Thomas Sheffield, 9 who practised in Palace Gate, Exeter from 1829
This paper describes the relationship between John Ruskin [1819 -1900 the Victorian artist, writer, and critic, and Alfred James Woodhouse , the dentist who cared for him from 1866 to 1883. Although Ruskin was perhaps not quite as eccentric as a recent television series has portrayed him, he was certainly not conventional, and the relationship with his dentist was also not entirely conventional.
In 1880 he became President of the Odontological Society of Great Britain, and he was a founder member of the British Dental Association, of which he became vice-president. His great work was with the Benevolent Fund, and a scholarship at the Royal Dental Hospital was endowed in his name in 1907. The term 'allopathic' was at the time used to refer to mainstream medicine, as compared, for example, with homeopathy. Woodhouse was clearly a convinced holder of views outside the mainstream, and although we do not know what those views were (and at least in gold work and denture construction we know that he was orthodox), they were agreeable to Ruskin.
Treatment, which included three extractions and the provision of a partial denture, started on 25 July 1866, and was completed after 12 appointments on 19 June 1867. By 13 November 1866 the surgery conversation was already on a fairly familiar basis as patient and dentist talked of religion, a subject usually considered taboo in the surgery:
' At least Woodhouse had the assurance that Ruskin had tried and not just given up at the first sign of discomfort, 'for I've been practising with the teeth' . (The 'mahogany bar' almost certainly refers to a vulcanite base-plate; Woodhouse records his general use of the material. 17 ) Three months later, on 24 April 1867, the diary records briefly 'Mr Woodhouse at dinner.' 5 Ruskin was conscious of the social distinctions prevalent in Victorian England, so this marks a significant development in the relationship between dentist and patient, for while Ruskin was already a major figure in English artistic circles (The Stones of Venice was published in 1851-3) Woodhouse was yet to become known for his public good works (in association with Lord Shaftesbury), scientific study and exposition, travel, history and archaeology.
12 It also shows that there were no hard feelings over the 'mahogany bar' and three extractions, and that Woodhouse could face his patient at a meal! (Or indeed vice versa in view of Ruskin's comment in the letter 'I never could eat before people').
One of the extractions had been just a month earlier, an episode described in the diary, but without any particulars of where in the mouth it was:
' 
Dental postscript 1
As the great champion of the work of J. M. W. Turner, Ruskin served the historical record of the profession well by preserving and cataloguing the sketchbook drawings of a Regency dentist's rooms which were described in two papers in this journal. 
